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Why Maintain Your Septic System

Maintaining Your Septic System...
Saves you money
Regular maintenance fees of $250 to $500 every three to five years is a bargain compared to 
the cost of repairing or replacing a malfunctioning system, which can cost between $3,000 
and $7,000 for a conventional system. Alternative systems can cost even more. The 
frequency of pumping required for each system depends on how many people live in the 
home and the size of the system.

• Decentralized Wastewater Treatment Can Be Cost Effective and Economical

Protects your property value
An unusable septic system or one in disrepair will lower your property value, and potentially 
can pose a costly legal liability.

Keeps you and your neighbors healthy
Household wastewater contains disease causing bacteria and viruses and high levels of 
nitrogen and phosphorus. If a septic system is well-maintained and working properly, it will 
remove most of these pollutants. Insufficiently treated sewage from septic systems can cause 
groundwater contamination, which can spread disease in humans and animals. Improperly 
treated sewage poses the risk of contaminating nearby surface waters threatening swimmers 
with various infectious diseases, from eye and ear infections to acute gastrointestinal illness 
and hepatitis.

• Decentralized Wastewater Treatment Can Protect the Environment, Public Health, and Water 
Quality

Protects the environment
More than four billion gallons of wastewater are dispersed below the ground’s surface every 
day. Ground water contaminated by poorly or untreated household wastewater poses 
dangers to drinking water and to the environment. Malfunctioning septic systems release 
bacteria, viruses, and chemicals toxic to local waterways. When these pollutants are released 
into the ground, they eventually enter streams, rivers, lakes, and more, harming local 
ecosystems by killing native plants, fish, and shellfish. Learn more about how septic systems 
can help support greener, more sustainable communities.
From EPA.

Letter from the President

Happy Spring. Your Shallow Pond Homeowners Association has been working hard to keep 
Shallow Pond Estates a Great Place to Live. We have a lot planned for this Spring, Summer and 
more. The SPHA can’t do everything we’d like to do without the help of the neighborhood. We 
just kicked off our 2019 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE. Invoices are being mailed or you can pay online 
at www.shallowpondestates.org , or send a check to P.O. Box 613, Manomet, MA 02345. A 
small investment of $50.00 allows the SPHA to do many important tasks needed to protect and 
preserve our neighborhood. We will also be asking for volunteers for some Spring and Summer 
neighborhood “clean up” projects. Many homeowners pay their yearly dues on time and we 
thank you. I see some pay some years and skip others and, some, have never paid their 
membership dues. If you don’t see the value in your homeowners’ dues or have some concerns 
please contact me directly at shallowpondhomeowners@gmail.com . I’d love to talk to you. 
And, we welcome all the people who have recently moved into Shallow Pond Estates. Please 
introduce yourself(s) to the SPHA, we’d love to meet you. 

The 2019 Spring Newsletter has a lot of valuable information. Please take time to read it and 
send any questions or comments to shallowpondestates@gmail.com. Important information 
about “The Village at Sawmill Woods” (very important you know about this), 2019 Membership 
Drive, Shallow Pond Estates Yard Sale, Ice Cream Social, Neighborhood Clean Up Parties, 
Neighborhood Watch (Safety) and much more will be included in this newsletter. We also 
encourage local companies to contact the SPHA about placing an ad to help cover the cost of 
printing the newsletter. We want to support our neighbors.

Finally, it’s refreshing to see such an active neighborhood. Mothers walking with strollers, 
joggers, kids on bikes and people walking their dogs. Remember dog walkers PUAYDD. PICK UP 
AFTER YOUR DARN DOG. (If your dog poops at night, it’s still there when the sun comes out)

Respectfully,

John Kelly

shallowpondhomeowners@gmail.com
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